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Dear Parents, 

Fall is upon us and certainly very welcome.  I enjoy the cool 

nights and sun-filled days.  The students and I talk      

football and hockey before recess and dismissal and I  

truly enjoy our banter back and forth about my Chicago 

teams and always the Boston teams.   

Parent teacher conferences are coming up in a few 

weeks.  Take this time to listen to what your child's   

teacher says and ask questions about their report card 

and happenings in class.  This is a great time to open up 

that conversation with them about your child. 

God Bless and enjoy this beautiful season 

that God has given us to enjoy! 

Mrs. Olson =) 

GRADE 3 

It’s been a busy few months of school! We have been learning 
about communities around us, in our country, and in the world. 
They are similar in many ways and different in others. We have 
been practicing our grammar skills by writing stories, and writing in 
our journals. In math, learning about larger numbers in the      
thousands was challenging and fun. On September 28, we           
recognized “Unplugged Day” in our classroom by not using the 
computers or electronics all day. We ended the day by creating 
cool projects  using nothing but  Wikki Stix and our imaginations. 
Ask us the difference between a waxing and a waning moon phase. 
We are looking forward to a visit from a tarantula and learning 
more about spiders. All in time for Halloween! 

ART 

The Art Room was ready for another    

fabulous year of self-expression with new 

markers, crayons, paint and glue sticks. 

It’s always exciting to have these new 

tools to create with. I must admit that the 

shiny blue color-pencil pencil sharpener is 

my personal favorite.   

The mural outside the art room, “Reach 

for the Stars” was brought to life with 

the collective effect of everyone during 

art class. Students in grade 1-7 designed 

their unique star using the medium of 

their choice. Kindergarten did an amazing 

job using tape and watercolors to create 

all the letters to spell out “Reach for the 

Stars.” This is a great reminder to every-

one that you can achieve anything you set 

your mind to. 



GRADES 5 – 8 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Blue 42, blue 42, set hike! That’s right, we are throwing 
around the old pigskin in PE. Learning some of the rules 
of the game, some different positions, and maybe even 
some celebration  dances. It’s fall and it’s football      
season!  Go Patriots! 

GRADES K - 4 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

We have been working hard on our running form and 
pacing in preparation for our Jogathon this year.     
Learning how to properly use our arms and legs should 
help get us some extra laps. We will soon be moving on 
to soccer skills. Run Forest, Run! 

PreK PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Right now we are just learning how our bodies work. 
Staying in our personal space, moving forward, back-
ward, left and right, going big and small, wide and      
narrow, pathways and locomotor movements. Pretty 
soon we will be testing our jumping and landing skills 
and  seeing how well we can balance. 

BUDDIES (K & 4) 

This past September we met together and had a 

Buddy Day! Together each student created their 

own Halloween door holder. The students worked 

together as they colored and created their own on 

the backside.  They had great fun chit chatting and 

learning more about each other.  Fun was had by all! 

AUTUMN IN FIRST GRADE 

Maple, oak and elm leaves adorning three classroom 

trees, jackolanterns under the trees, creepy carrots 

hanging from the lights, sassafras leaf rubbings hanging 

in the hall, experimenting with leaves to understand 

photosynthesis and ”why leaves change colors in the 

fall,” taking walks at home with Mom and Dad to find 

four different leaves to observe and compare, are only 

some of the things the children have worked on as they 

welcomed the beautiful season of Autumn.  It was so 

heartwarming, one morning, for me to see upon arrival 

four children sitting on the floor in the coat room      

excited about sharing and comparing the four leaves in 

their assigned leaf folder that they had found for 

homework.  I asked them “are you having a party in 

here and didn’t invite me?”  They laughed and didn’t 

hesitate to inform me that “We are showing each other 

the leaves we found.”  How great was that!  They were 

excited about learning about leaves!  The study will 

continue as we slowly transition into the study of New 

England Animals in Winter. 

GRADE 2 

In Grade 2 the writing process is developing as a new 

year begins. Their main focus thus far has been im-

proving their sentences, defining the subject, and    

making sure it has a detailed predicate. Then, taking 

those sentences and creating an interesting, well 

written paragraph. To do this they brainstorm, write a 

draft, revise and proofread their way to a paragraph 

they are proud to read aloud to the class. We are also 

exploring the idea of community and Religion. We are 

following it up with a neighborhood map in Social 

Studies. Grade 2 is off to a great start this year. 

COMPUTER 6/7 

To expand their computer knowledge in Grades 6 

and 7, they will continue to reinforce the use of Hot 

Keys and tool bar options while covering new areas 

such as pasting data from the internet and keeping 

back-ups of their work. Using Microsoft Office they 

will explore the use of Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. 

Each student has a personal portfolio that involves a 

salary which they paired with a job description.    

Using these they will experience the impact of     

personal expenditures in maintaining a budget. 



GRADE 7 SCIENCE 

Cells, cells, they’re made of organelles… ask the kids to 
sing it for you. Lots to learn about in this chapter. Living 
things, how they are classified, cell structure (plant and 
animal) and viruses. Soon to come is Cell Processes. Hey, 
we are made of them, we might as well learn about them. 

GRADE 6 SCIENCE 

In preparation for the Science Fair, we are diving into the 
scientific process and all that is required to set up a good 
experiment. Measurement is coming up! We will be  
measuring everything from weight, to volume, to time, to 
distance and everything else that could possibly be     
measured. I think we will measure up just fine in this 
chapter! 

APPLES, APPLES 

(PreK) 

Preschool is settling 

in nicely and we are 

getting into a rou-

tine. We have been 

learning all about 

apples and are       

excited to be going 

on our first field trip 

to Tougas Family 

Farm for apple and     

pumpkin picking! 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

We are very excited to start the school year with a new 

language.  Grades K-2 are learning Spanish for the first 

time.  They are doing a great job learning how to greet 

people and introduce themselves, as well as learning the 

alphabet and numbers.  French is still part of the            

curriculum for Grades 3-5.  After an extensive review, we 

are now learning how to tell time.  Grades 6 & 7 are  

learning Latin.  It’s exciting to know how people lived in 

Ancient Rome, what stories they told their children and 

where they went to enjoy themselves. 

MUSIC 

The Music department has gotten off to a great start.  

In Prek—Grade 1, the children have learned about 

steady beats, how to play the sticks, and have had a 

great time marching around the music room.  Grades   

2-4 have learned the difference between line notes and 

space notes, and can draw them beautifully!  Grades    

5-7 have started to learn how to seriously read music!  

Ask them about FACE and Empty Garbage Before Dad 

Flips! 

The chorus is off to a great start.  They picked up right 

where they left off on singing the “Hail Mary, Gentle 

Woman” in parts.  I am so proud of them!  Watch for 

the old John Denver hit “Grandma’s Feather Bed” at 

the Christmas Concert. 

The band has started their most challenging piece yet.  

Over 70 measures of a piece called “Christmas           

Festival”, a mixture of “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”, 

“Silent Night” and “Joy to the World”. 

GRADE 5 

The 5th Grade is off to a wonderful start this 

year.  After an adventure at Nature's Classroom, we 

wrote letters and drew illustrations depicting our time 

there.  In Social Studies, we are starting to learn about 

the ancient cultures of the early Americas.  In Reading, 

we are reading Number the Stars by Lois Lowry, which 

is about the German occupation in Denmark during 

World War II.  A Danish girl, Annemarie, and her family 

must protect her best friend, Ellen, and her family, 

who is Jewish.  Students are creating fun projects that 

go along with the story.  I cannot wait to see what the 

rest of this month brings! 



GRADE 6 HEALTH 

We are setting goals and learning 
about time management. What 
goes into setting a realistic 
S.M.A.R.T. goal, how do I achieve 
it and what kind of obstacles 
could I face? We will be learning 
about decision making and      
consequences when we make a         
decision. 

GRADE 7 HEALTH 

After a brief introduction to self-

image and appearance ideals, we 

are learning about stress and how 

to handle it. What causes our 

stress and how we can control it. 

We will then be getting into the 

Dove Self-Esteem program. It is a 

wonderful 5 series program that 

offers lots of valuable information 

for students. There is also a tab 

for parents to visit full of infor-

mation and ways to talk to your 

children about sensitive subjects. 

Visit www.dove.com for more   

information. 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

We have been very busy in Kindergarten! We 

have been learning how to write our letters 

and also having some fun playing alphabet   

bingo. In Science class we have been learning 

about our 5 senses and seasons. In Math class 

we have been learning about shapes and even 

had a scavenger hunt around the classroom to 

find shapes! In Religion we just celebrated 

the feast of St. Francis of Assisi by bringing 

in stuffed animals and had a prayer service in 

the classroom. Soon we will be making         

applesauce and taking a trip to the fire      

station as we have been talking about fire 

safety.  

STUDENT COUNCIL 
 

The Student Council has 

elected their new members 

for 2018-2019: 

 

President: Lillian Belsito 

Vice-President: Noelle         

Champigny 

Secretary: Patrick McGlynn 

Treasurer: Cole Perea 

 

Grade 5 Class Reps:             

Jane Belsito 

Edward Blash 

 

Grade 6 Class Reps:            

Georgia DiCandia                

Jameson Laverty 

 

Grade 7 Class Reps:              

William Savoie                    

Chloe Vescio 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

BUBBLES, BUBBLES, BUBBLES (Science—Grade 4) 

In Fourth Grade Science we started out the year with a bubble           

experiment.  We discussed solutions, variables, and surface area of a       

bubble.  We then tested our control bubble solution called "The       

Ultimate Bubble Solution." We found that our bubbles lasted and 

bounced well on our cotton glove- that is the key to being able to 

bounce bubbles.  We then created 3 different solutions

(variables) made with Joy, Dawn, and Palmolive dish soaps.  We found 

after we tested that Dawn worked the best out of the 3 variable       

solutions, but the Ultimate Bubble Solution created the biggest and 

longest bouncing bubbles overall. 

http://www.dove.com/

